BUCKINGHAM
decision to marry. He had evidently sown his wild oats to some extent, but there seems little reason to conclude from these stories of his youthful indiscretions that he was the licentious monster he has so often been painted. We can be in no doubt that Buckingham liked the ladies, and his handsomeness and charm must have won him many hearts. Such antics as his 'winking and smiling at comely and beautiful young women'1 during Divine Service, which so greatly disturbed D'Ewes's sense of propriety, seem to us little more than an effervescence of youthful spirits.
There were, apparently, more questionable episodes, but it is dangerous to place too much reliance upon the malicious tales of chroniclers whose bitter anti-royalist views are well known. Such a writer declares venomously that Buckingham, aided and abetted by James, was responsible for the fall from virtue of more than one beautiful maiden.8 Another contemporary tells us that Buckingham at this time 'looked upon the whole race of women as inferior things, and used them as if the sex were one, best pleased with all', giving stories of his visits to cwanton beauties'.8
It is most probable that during these early years the Marquis did have his amours, but they seem to have been managed   quite   discreetly.    Taking   into   account   the licentiousness and immorality of the age, and of James's court in particular, the evidence against Buckingham in : this direction is by no means damning, and it is probably through fiction, rather than fact, that later ages have seen in him a vicious, sexual creature. When he did eventually I marry, he was to prove a kind husband and father, and his wife loved him devotedly to the end. At this time, how-
1 SIMONDS D'EwBS. Autobiography, i, p. 389.
2 See The Divine Catastrophe of the House of Stuart, by SIR EDWARD PEYTON.
8 WILSON, Life and Reign of James /, p. 728. It is significant to notice that these stories are followed by the tale of Buckingham's enticement of Rutland's daughter, for the unreliability of which see below, p. 41.
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